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Mrs. Anne, __ Mrs. Lettice 


Roſewell, Mother, and Re- 
lict, of the late Reverend 
Mr. Samuel Roſewell : To- 
gether with Mr. Walter and 
Mrs. Rhoda Tredway ; and 
the other near Relations of 
the Deceaſed. 1 


Much reſpected FR IE NDS, 


7 was a Return that may ſeem 
Te 700 light, which one made, when 


SO! . told that his Son was dead. 17 
know (ai he) that I begat him Mortal. 


Aud yet it is true, that a right Conſide- 


ration of the We of . = afflietroe 
Caſes, may help io bear them more e- 
-qually, and prevent 4 Ip Paſ- 


An Poms | 


The DEDICAT ION. 


frons under them. Your dear Relative, 


and our much valued Friend, neither 
as Man, nor as Mmiſter, was exempt 


from that common Law of Dying; and 


when, by Order of the ſupreme Ruler, 
he hath yielded thereto, it becomes us 
20 adore God's Sovereignty, and ſubmit 
zo his Pleaſure ; inquiring, nevertheleſs, 
into the Meaning and Uſe of ſo ſevere a 


Providence. Happy and gainful, we 


doubt not, it is to him; who reſts from his 


Labours, his Works following him, 


but angry and penal it may be to us ; 


for Unthankfulneſs and Unprofuableneſs 


under his Mimiſiry; which, ſince we 


would not better improve, we are not 


ſuffer d longer to enjoy. May we hum 


ble ourſelves under the mighty Hand 
of God, and turn to him that ſmitet 
us: and ſee we to u, that tho the Veſſel 


be broken, yet the Treaſure be not altoge- 
ther loſt, but that good Impreſſrons remam 
in us ſtill. And let us gather up the Frag- 


ments, all that can be recollefed or got- 


zen of his holy Inſtructions and Counſel: : 
Let us lay them up for Uſe, and comfort 


2 o. 
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The Devrcarron. 


our ſelves and one another, that the. 


Friends and Relations die, even the beſt 
and moſt uſeful of them, tho the Veſſels 
of the Sanftuary be brolen in pieces, yet 
God libes, and his Word endureth for 
ever. | Let the aged Parent, deprrved 


of ſo good and dutiful a Son, the Staff 
of her Age, yet depend upon Jehovah 
the Rock of Ages, who' never dies, or 
fails, or changes ; and who can, aA 


will be, more, and better to her : than 


many F ons. 
Let the bereaved Widow kuk in 


God, her Helper and Preſerver, who 


will perform toward her all his Cove- 


nant Mercy and Goodneſs. 


The Orphans, who at preſent know 
little of their Loſs, when they under- 


ſtand it more, yet may they find that 
they have a Father in H. eaven, whoſe 


Love and Care ſhall be exerciſed contt- 
aually about them. 
Let other Friends, who have loft fo 


Lind, and good, and uſeful a Relation, re- 
member their beſt Friend lives ſtill; from : 
whom they ma 6 hope for Conifort and 


Sport 


* . 


T be DEDIcAT ION. 
Support in the Lailure 0 of Creature H elps 
and Enjoyments. 

Let a weaken'd and mourning Church 

8 Congregation go to God, and pray 
that he, who hath the Reſidue of-the 
Miri, "would pour 4 greater Meaſure 
thereof an their yet ſurviviug, unworthy | 
Mimiſter; tc fit him more fon his Work; 
and that; in the beſt Time and Manner, = 
the Brewab may. be made up, in the : 
Help of abr well-furniſhed Veſſel, 
zo diſpenſe to them the rich Treaſures of 
zthe Copel.” Theſe are the Requeſts apa 
ny _ of rhevr and * | Bent 
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"2;C0R-Av. 7 
But we have this Treaſure in Earthen 
_ Veſſels, | that the Excellency of the 
Pour may be of Goa, and noi ofa us. 


e TH E fad Providerice we are under, i is an 
Inſtance and Proof of what the Text 5 
ſuggeſts, vg. That Miniſters, tho* ho- 
nour'd and employ'd in great and excel- 


lent Work and Service, yet are frail dying Creatures, 


as well as others; their Habitations here are in Hou- ., 
es of Clay, * N Foundation is in the Duſt. My 
late Reverend and much eſteemed Collegue, one of 
theſe Veſſels of the Sanctuary, God hath been 
pleaſed to hreak in Pieces, by the Hand of Death; 

he weakened his Strength in the Way, and ſhortened ba! ci. 45 
his Days ; à Stroke that we have all the greateſt 
Reaſon to be affected with, and lay to Heart 3 that 


Job iv. 194 


ſo well fitted and furniſhed a Veſſel as he was, 


fraught in an uncommon Meaſure with the rich 
Treaſures of the Goſpel, and who ſo wiſely, dili- 


gently, and faithfully diſpenſed them, is taken 


from us: It concerns us to conſider, bow far our 
Sins may have provoked God to remove ſo great 
| B | 9 


Ver. 6. 


of us. 


A Funeral SERMON. 


| a. Bleſſing; what Defects we may find of due Va- 


luations of him, and of his Miniſtry, of Conſtan- 

cy in Attendance thereon, and of Tuitable Endea- 
vours to profit thereby, call for Humiliation and 
Grief; with the greater Care now, at leaſt, to re- 
collect the wholſome Leſſons he taught, the live- 
ly Pattern of holy Walking that he ſhew'd, and 
to be Followers of him, as he was of Chriſt: Such 
Fruits of his Labours, will be his and our Joy in 


the great Day of Accounts, and. God will have | 


the Glory of all: For, 


Me have tbis Treaſure in Earthen Peſis, "that 
the Excellency of the Power may be of God, and 1 


The Apoſtle is here vindicating the Goſpel, =" 


the Miniſters, thereof, againſt the Prejudices and 


Detraction of falſe Teachers; who laboured to 


bring them, and their Preaching: into Contempt, 
from their Plainneſs and Meanneſs, and the Infir- 
mities with which they were attended but he 
lets them know, however vile they were in their 
Account, God had put great Honour upon them 
for he who commanded the Light to ſhine out of Dart- 


neſs, bath ſhined in our Hearts (ſaid he) to give, or 


that we ſhould give, the Light of the Knowledge of | 
"the Glory of God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. All 
Miniſterial Gifts and Abilities are for the Good of 
thoſe to whom the Miniſters are ſent. And as to 
outward Meanneſs and Frailty, and many Infirmi- 
ties attending their Perſons, he readily acknow- 
ledged that; but ſaith it is, that the Excellency of 
be Porber may be of God, and not of us. So that 


the 


* 


| A Funeral SERMON. "IP 
the Apoſtle here aſſerts the Excellency of the Go- 
ſpel, and of its Miniſtry, tiling it a 7 rea ſure, and | 
yet owns the Frailty and Meanneſs of the Diſpen- + 
ſers of it, they are but earthen Velſels; and for all 
thar, juſtifies and vindicates the Connexion of theſe 
two, from the wiſe End and Intent of God there- 
0 in, the better to ſecure to himſelſ his own Glory; 
the Weakneſs of the Inſtrument proclaiming the 
Ability of the mighty Efficient, that the Excellency 
of the Power may be, i. e. may appear to be, of 
Cod, and not of us. | 
The general Truth then chat 1 would peak to 
from the Words is this, vis. 
The Diſpoſal of the rich 7 reaſures of the Goſpel, 0 
into the Hands of frail dying Men, is the better to 
ſecure unto God the Honour of” Vis Porwer, in rhe A- 
ing and abiding Effetts of it. | 
Three Sarg are e to 22 diſcourſed _ VIZ. 


1. The Goſpel 18 15 Welhkadle Treaſute. 
II. This Treaſure is committed into "rhe Hands 
of frail dying Men. 
III. This Diſpoſal of God is the bereer to ſecure 
to himſelf the Honour of his Power, in "oo 
Wing and Ong THE of f It. 


I. The Goſpel is an jneRtimable Treaſtte The 
Notion of a Feen agrees to it truly, and « emi- 
nently.” N 


AN.) Truly, Sete 42 ite d be io ide A 
£4 reaſure is a Collection of Things valuable, reſer- 
B 2 ved 


4 A Funeral SERMON. 
ved and laid up for future Uſe. It carries "Wi 
Excellency, Variety, and Benefit or Uſefulneſs. 
1. Excellency ; we don't. call Things of little or | 
no Worth by that Name, hut only what is pre- 
cious ; and ſuch is the Goſpel; the Matter, the 
Miniſtry, and Ordinances thereof; and the Bene- 
firs and Effects of it, where 'tis duly received, are 
all precious; tis the Doctrine of God in Chrift, re- 
conciling the World unto himſelf. And what glad 
Tidings are theſe! The Miniſtry, thereof is tge 
Miniftry of Reconciliation; to tender and bring a= * 7 
bout Peace and Amity between God and Sinners; 
the Gifts for it are precious, yagiouale- Spiritus, 
Gifts of the Spirit, purchaſed by Chriſt, and ſent | 
down from Heaven the Offices and Duties of | 
the Miniftry ; "diſpenſing the Word and Seals, 
praying with, and for the Flock, perſonal. Care, 
Guidance, and Diſcipline; How precious are theſe! 
and the Benefits and Effects of the Goſpel, and of 
the Miniſtration of it, Where it comes with Pow- - 
er, how glorious are they! Pardon of Sin, gane. 
tification of the Nature, Guidance and Support, = 
und Help thro' this World unto a better; what is 
excellent, if not ſuch Things? Thus then the 
Geer! is a Treaſure in regard of its Excellency ; 
*tis compared to Things accounted moſt valuable 
among Men, Silver and Gold, and FHRAYE Rae 
and the like. And, 
2. A Treaſure hath commonly Pariety of good 
Things in it; or, if it be bat one, tis ſuch as vir- 
tually is many; will yield much good, and anſwer 
| any * ; And thus 1 is the Goſpel a Trea- 
1 five: 
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or ſet by; but the Goſpel is a Treaſure in this Re- 
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A Funeral S ERM ON. "i 


' ſare; tis a Comprehenſion of Things excellent, as 


appears in the Particulars already mentioned; the 
Goſpel hath pure Doctrines, | holy Precepts, pre- 
cious Promiſes, Rules for ordering the Life, and 
guiding in every Condition, and Relation; ſuch 


Vunieiy of precious Things are a Treaſure'z or if 


all be ſummed up in one, it is Chriſt, that Peari of Marx xiii. 46. 
Price. He is altogether lovely; hath all Good in c,,.,. 16. 
him, he is made bf God unto us, Wiſdom, Righte- | 
ouſneſi, Sanctiſicatiun, and Redemption. In him 3. 
art hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, and Knowledge. col ii. 3. 
All the Promiſes are Nea and Amen in Chrift. Thus 
is the Goſpel a Treaſure in reſpect of ths Ve 1 
of good Things in it. And. 

3. U/efulneſs muſt be in what is o ee 
ik it ſerve not to good Purpoſes, tis not valued, 


2 Cor. i. 20. 


ſpect alſo. It brings ſeful and /ubPantial Good, 
not Zrifles, and Things of no Profit. The Trea- 
ſure is that out of which a Man lives, and whence 
he hath both for Neceſſity and Delight; his Oc- 
caſions are all provided for, and ſupplied. And 
ſo it is here, Prov. viii. 20, 21. I lead in the May 


1 f Righteouſneſs (ith Wiſdom) in the midſt of the 


Rat 


Paths of Judgment, that I may cauſe thoſe that love 


1 ; me, o inherit Subſtance, and I-will fill their Treat 


'. ſures. The good Things of the Goſpel are ſolid 
ſubſtantial Things, full of Uſe and Profit. Thus 
does the Notion of a Treaſure agree truly to "hs 
PR __ o does 1 33 
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Funeral SERMO N. | 
\ (z.) Eminently. We have this Treaſure (ſaitn 


the Apoſtle, emphatically) a Treaſure excelling 


are for theſe valued by him, unleſs thro! the hea- 


: Uſe ; but, of themſelves they don't ſpeak, or make 
Men good, their corrupt Hearts abuſing them of- 


and tranſcending all others; as, 

1. In its Nature, tis a ſpiritual. and heavenly: 
Treaſure z coming from Heaven, and helping thi- = 
ther; making rich toward God, which earthly * F. 
Weites, of themſelves at leaſt, do not: None 1 


venly Riches, and by Virtue of them, thoſe earth- 
ly ones become ſanctified, and turned to a good 


ten to Pride and Luxury, and other ſuch like E- 
vils; they are by them made worſe; thus then 


Goſpel-Riches tranſcend i in _ Nh And ſo * 
= they 6 


Eccl. v. 20. 


make it 0 1 in God's Eyes, and fit for his Pre- 


and this animal Life; they are but for Back or 


not * e with Silver; 3 nor he that loveth A- 


2. In their Uſes and E feels, as was Io even 
now ſuggeſted; theſe Riches being ſpiritual ang 4 
heavenly, ſuit the Soul of Man, and its Wants; 7 


they make wiſe, and holy, and good; they inrich . 
the Mind, adorn and beautify the inward Man, = 


ſence, and the glorious Society above. Bur theſe 
outward and earthly Treaſures, ſuit but the Body 


Belly: Bur the Freaſures of the Goſpel, as they 1 
are divine and ſpiritual in their Nature, ſo are they 
in their Uſes and Effects; they are for the Soul, 4 
and its Wants and Cravings : And thence 
3. Theſe Treaſures of the Goſpel are the only 
ſatisfying Treaſures. Fe that Ioveth Silver, fhall 


bundance, 


Funeral SERMON. 
bundances with Increaſe. The more of theſe poſ- 
ſeſſed and enjoyed, commonly the more are craved; 
but the Goſpel, and the Grace it brings, breeds Con- 
tentment, Prov. xiv. 14. A good Man ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied from himſelf; thoſe Treaſures of Grace and 
Peace, that thro” the Goſpel are communicated to 
him; he ſhall not be afflicted with inordinat ro- 
ving Deſires after other Things; but ſhall find com- ' 
fort in God, and the Treaſures of the Goſpel, 
wherewith he fills their Minds and Hearts. To 
Worldlings, ſaith God by his /azab, Chap. lv. 2,3. 
Why do you ſpend your Money for that: which is not 
Bread, and your Labour for that which ſatisfieth 
not? Hearken to me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your Soul delight it ſelf in Fatneſs : Come um- 
to me, hear, and your Soul ſhall live; - viz. joyful · 
ly and comfortably, as having either in Hand, or 
in ſure Title and Hope, all that can be deſired. 
He that cometh to me (ſaid Chriſt) ſhall never hun: Join vi. 35. 
1 ger; and he that believeth in me ſhall never thirſt; ; 
'* mordinate Appetites and Deſires ſhall be: cured, 5 
and juſt and regular ones ſhall be ſatisfied. Thus 
this Treaſure excels in being ſatisying, which 
earthly Treaſures are not. And once more, 
4. Theſe are permanent and abiding Treaſuret. 
Earthly Things are periſhing in their Nature, and 
ſabject to Accidents: If Ruſt do not corrupt, yet 
Thieves may break thro” and ſteal: Many ways 
are the Poſſeſſors liable to be deprived of them. 
Or, if they domt die in their Hands, or eſcape out 
of them while themſelves live, yet at Death there 
| n be Parting, we can a carry nothing away with Paalixay, 
RO us. | 
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Funeral SRRM ON. 
us. But ſpiritual Treaſures are not ſo, Theſe Bags 


Lake xii. 33. Wax not old; this Treaſure fails not; nor can we 


berifledor deprived of them by Enemies ; they ac- 
company to Death, and in Death. The Goſpel 
is an everlaſting Goſpel, and ſo are the Treaſures 
it brings, Rev. xiv. 6. tis everlaſting in its Na- 
ture, and in its Fruits and Effects: And thus of 
the firſt general Head: The CO is an ineſtima- 
ble Treaſure. 


II. This Treaſure i is e into the Hands 
of frail dying Men. 

We have this Treaſure in Earthen Ve eels. 

Me, i. e. the Apoſtles, and other faithful Mini- 
ſters, of whom he is ſpeaking, have this Treaſure, 
Z veh,e. we have and hold it in Way of Gift from 
God, and Habit and Poſſeſſion in ourſelves, for our 


own Good and Benefit. Faithful Miniſters are 


not only Preachers, but Partakers of the Goſpel of 
Chrift, 1 Cor. ix. 23. they have it by believing 
and embracing it, for their perſonal Good and Sal- 
vation ; and they have it too in way of Truſt, to 


diſpenſe and communicate it unto. others: Both 
are ſignified in the Verſe preceding, to which the 
Text relates. God who commanded the Light to 


ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts. 


Lede Qwriopov, ad illuminationem, vel ad lumen 
præbendum, to give, or, that we ſhould give or com- 


municate, the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 


of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt; this Knowledge 
and Grace which he hath bleſſed us with, 1s not 


for our own private Uſe, and Benefit only, but 
| ” for 
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> bor the good of many: We have this Treaſure, not a 


to be a dead Stock in our Hands, but for God's 


2 and Honour, in the Good of Souls. Here 


s an excellent Deſcription of a Goſpel Minifter, c 
* what he is, - viz.' One inligbined and inſtrutted in 
the Knowledge of God in Chriſt ; and commiſſioned to 
=X infirutt others in the ſame. Hence it is they are 
= called Veſſels, not only containing; fraught, and 
furniſhed with divine Knowledge and Gifts; but 
"> alſo inſtrumental and communicative ; made, as o- 
* ther Veſſels are, to give out and yield, as well as 
do receive. St. Paul was a choſen Veſſel to Chriſt, 
= to bear his Name before the Gentiles, Acts ix. If. 
* viz. in profeſſing of him, and preaching his Go- 
ſpel to them: Such are theſe Yeſels of the Sanc- 
tuary, made, and fitted, and ſent by God for the 
Services thereof. Nature alone can't make a Mi- 
niſter, nor is it a Buſineſs of meer Art; much 
| there is to be done, preparative and eme 
bhereto; but the proper Gifts and Furniture, In- 
9 clination and Commiſſion, are from Chriſt: He aa te 
X aſcended on high, and gave Gifts unto Men for the 12. 
Mort of the Miniſtry ; he ſet in his Church Paſtors 1 Cer. xii. 


and Teachers; 5 not the Office only, but the Perlons, * 
the diſpoſal of them to their reſpective Poſts and 
Charges, is under the Guidance of his Providence, 
Acks xx. 28. Take heed to your ſelves, and to all the 
Flock over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you, 
' Overſeers, Miniſters then are made, and fitted,, 
and imployed by God in the Services of his 
Church; from him they are filled, by him they 
are e and uſed, and — _ proſper- 
On ed 


. L : : . . 
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A Fogel Thain 


ed as he pleaſerh : This is their Honour; but 
with it there is a qualifying Epithet, Earthen Yeſ* 
ſels. What may be intended therein? And why 
will God uſe ſuch mean Veſſels as Repoſitories of 
ſuch Treaſures, and Inſtruments in ſo excellent * 
noble Work? 
_ Queſt. 1. What aye ended in this Term 
Earthen 7 efels. « For, Son 9 
Anſw.1. It may be to note the eee 

4 of thoſe whom God choſe for his firſt. Miniſters 
they were not the High, and the Noble, and the 
Great Ones of the Earth; as not many ſuch were 
effectually called to the Belief and Reception of 
the Goſpel, their Pride and Prejudices making 
them ſcorn it; ſo neither were they imployed, in 
preaching or ſpreading of it: They were, moſtly at 

aſt, mean Men, of low Rank and Condition, 
ſuch as Fiſhermen, or the like; probably with re- 
ſpe& to that in Part the Apoſtle here ſaid, we 
have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels. The falle 
Teachers, tis like, were apt to deſpiſe. them on 
ſuch Account; but the Apoſtle here Ggnifics, that 
ought to be no Prejudice, if God ſaw fit fo to or- 
der it, and eſpecially at that Time, and in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, it might ſerve his wiſe Purpoſes tb 
better. Not that any need, or ſhould, be wo 3 2 
of ſuch an Office and Work, to ſerve ſuch a Ma- 
ſter, and be the Inſtrument jp ſo much Good to 
the World, and Souls of Men; none would. be 
diNiopobted by it. But ſo it was, and ſo it falls 
out ſtill very often, thoſe ingaged in this Imploy- 
ment, are not the Great and Rich, and Noble in 
1 10 A | | the 


the world; ; but Plan of lower Renk, we have 
| this Treaſure in Earthen Ye/e 5 
2 It might be to note their W 
| ſufficiency in themſelves for the great Wort to 
which they were called. © The beſt might well 
cry, as St. Paul, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things. U cer. ii. 16. 
All our Suffitienty'is of God, ho hath made us able 
Minifters of the” New Teftament ; not of the Letter, 
bat of the $pirit. Of themſelves, the beſt are not 
able, are not ſufficient to think any thing as of them- 
| falves that is good. In Reference to this, the A- 
poſtle might ye We have this Freaſure in Zar- 
then Yefels.” Moſes, when called to go on God's 
Errand; ho am I (ſaid he) I am not eloquent, nei g iv. 10. 
ber before invr = rVou ſpakeft ro m. 'So Jeremy, _s 
Second) thing; it may note Weakneſs ark Inſuſfiei- ] 
= s in eee for the nn o which | 
. 3. It Hay? uöte moral lnftemity in che Diſpens 
'% 8 the Word, as well as natural; they are not 
altogether free from this. Earth we count not of 
ſuch Putity as Gold and Silver: The beſt have 
Nemains of Sin in them. Elijab was a Man of 
like Paſſions as others. St. Paul bewailed the | 
Body of Sin and Death in himſelf; the holieſt and ; 
= moſt faithful of meer Men, are not without fore 
Degrees of ſpiritual Defilement' and Corruption, 
= cleaving to them as well as others. The Apoſtle 
would own this of himſelf, and ſo muſt the beſt 
of Men and Miniſters, that they are not without 
Sin, and moral Infirmities, as well as natural. 
FE | - 9 4- TE 
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4. They are Earthen Veſſels, i, e. of low and 
"25 mean Account in the World. Things of Earth 
are comparatively. little valued, - So Miniſters with 
many are contemned, and little ſer by, look'd up- 
on, and uſed often, as the Filibß of « the. World, | 

| the Off-/couring of all Things, 1 Cor. iv. 13. This 
8 the Apoſtle ſeems to have had partly in view, the 
] £ Reproach, and Scorn, and Contempt, put upon 

[| Miniſters; they: are the Song, of 1 nenn | 
= MS | 
' =_" 5. They are Levin Peſels in ped: of the 

1 Frailty of the Body; they are liable to Sickneſs, 
3 and Diſeaſes, and Death, as well as others. Earthen 
=. | _ . Veſſels are brittle. and mouldring, and fo. are the 
= Bodies of Miniſters 3 a ſad Inſtance whereof it is, 
= that we this Day lament and mourn over. God 
was pleaſed indeed to hold your deceaſed Paſtor a 

| conſiderable Time under great Pains and Diſs: 7 

Jones i. 4. Orders, that Patience might have its penfect Mort, 

and be might be intire, wanting, nothing: That, 5 

all his other Graces, mining brightly, till at length > 

God gave him a Releaſe. The Yoſt is broken, 

and drop'd down into the Duſt, as it will ſhortlx 

be with others: But the Bodies of good Men, 

tho' they moulder and rot in the Grave, will be 

raiſed again, glorious and beautiful; herein not 

like other Earthen Veſſels, whoſe Ruins are never 

repaired : A comfortable Reflection in Reference 

to the preſent Caſe! there will be a Reſurrection 

. of the Body now laid down, in a glorious and 

| 15 «4.43 happy State; That which is ſoun in Weakneſs, 

will be raiſed in Power ; That which is ſown a na- 

tural 
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5 rural Body, will be raiſed a '/piritual Body, and fas 
 fhioned like unto the glorious Body of Chriſt, through | 


the working of his Power, whereby he is able to ſub- 


effels., Now, 

Queſt. 2. Why will God uſe "yy mean „ Veſſels 
25 Repoſitories of ſuch excellent Treaſures, and In- 
ſtruments i in ſo noble Work? 


| Mankind; by taking, from among themſelves, 
ſome to be Miniſters in Holy Things: It was a 
gracious Promiſe reſpecting Goſpel- times, Za. Ixvi. 
21. I will take of them, i. e. of their Brethren and 
— or PRO: an for Leviter, faith” the 
. 
2. It is in Condeſeenſion to Men's Peelend State 


and Benefit. Should God himſelf come and ſpeak” 

to Men, they could not be able to bear the Splen- 
dor of his Preſence, nor Majeſtic kneſs of his Voice; 5 

nor would the Miniſtry of Angels ordinarily be pro- 
per; for tho” they be Creatures, yet are they not 
ſo ſuitable Meſſengers to us in Fleſh; their Appa- 
paritions would appale and terrify, as it did the 


condeſcends een to deliver his Mind to Men, 

by the Miniſtry of Men, like themſelves, that 
they may not be affrighted, and made to ſtand at 
a diſtance, but they might be more ready to come 


b n ſpeak unto us, ſaid the Jows, and les not God 
= | Freak 


- Anſw. 1. To ſhew his Favour and Love ” 


, wh Condition, and with regard to their Comfory | 


Prophets of old, and not be ſo fit to inſtruct: God 


: 
” — 
** 
13 A 
. * 
* 


| due all Things 10 himſelf. And thus of that Inqui- Pal in. ar, 
y, what may be intended in this Term Earthen | 


near, and hear what is dcliver'd to them. Let Eod.xx 19. 


* * 


1 Thefſ. ii. 
13. 


ſpel into the Hands of frail dying Men, is the bet- 


A Rune $ERMO * | 
FR unto #93 vix. either immediately, AR An- 
gels, leſt we dis; they ſonnd ſuch a Pread upon 
them from God's Voice and Preſence, that they 


could not bear it. Our Saviour himſelf came in 


Fleſh therefore, when he came to publiſh his glo- 


rious Goſpel, and to call Sinners to the Belief of 
it. It is then out of kind Regard to us, and our 


Men toward Men. And. 

3. Hereby God hath the better Proof f Men's 8 
Obedience; 5 they. might by-- thoſe Meſſengers: of 
higher Rank, or by his ſpeaking! himſelf eqn 
be aw'd, and driven ſomewhat. to mind and; hear- 
ken; but when he ſends Meſſengers of the Gale: 
Make and Rank as themſelves, their Regards are 
ſhewn to be more free and ingenuous, and out o 
pure Reſpect to his Authority. Hence St. Paul 
gave Thanks to God for the Theſſalonians, becauſe: 
they received the Word which he and his Com- 
panions preached, bt as the M vnd of Man, bun a 
it was in Truth: the Word Ta en third, 
Ground: And, 7 

4. This is for wh pants eee. of his 
own Glory; which is expreſſly aſſigned as the 


Reaſon here, and brings me to the laſt General; 
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III. This Diſpoſal of | the'Treaſures:of the: Go· 


ter to ſecure to God the Honour of his divine 
Power, in the living and abiding/ Effects of it. 


"is . 


weak Condition, that, God ules che Miniſtry ob BN 


* 


* 


OM — Senmon.. v5 
We have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, ap 
the \Brcellency f the Power may be, 4. e. may ap- 
Per to bes of God, and wor of us; umegConN H] du- 
varewty the Janna Heng, or exceeding Greatneſs of the 
Power, . viz. in the Effects of the Goſpel, that 
theſe may evidently be ſeen to be of Cod, aud not 
of 26. Alas ! what could ſuch frail weak Men de 
of themſelves ? As to proper Efficiency, faith the 
| Apoſtle, Neither is he that planteth any thing, 3207 x Car. th, 7. 
bie thut watereth, but God that giveth the Increaſe. 
Mien are but Means and Inſtruments in the Hand 
= of God, the Work is his. When ſo many Phils. 
ines were flain with the Jaw of an Af, Judges 
xv. 15. and many Hundreds by another with an 
2 Ox-goad, Chap. iii. 31. who could be ſo fimple 
à to attribute it to the Force of ſuch a Weapon? 
No, the Strength of the Arm which managed it, 
or rather of God with that Arm, it was that 
wrought the Effect. And ſo here; when Multi- 
tudes are ſeen to be conquered by the preaching of 
the Word, and fall down and fubmit themſelves 
to the Septet of Chriſt; who can think this is 
from the meer Agency of Man, or the Power and 
Force of his Words, perſuading and bowing the 
ſtubborn Wills and Hearts of Enemies? No; were 
here no more than that, the Tongue of the moſt 
3 1 Man, or Angel, could do nothing 762 
: : vt ſuaſoris, non tamen perſuaſerts; ſpeak and a; 
they might, from all the Topics that a Becarind 8 
Invention could ſuggeſt, and ſet home their Diſ- 
cCourſe with all the Wit and Oratory that could be 
uſed; 72 would it not prevail to ſuch a Change, 
=. 2 as 


„„ 3 
a is wroupht. in Sinners by the plain preaching | 
of the Word. 
the Revelation of his Arm, i. e. the Manifeftation 
of his Power, when any are thus wrought on, and 


and convert Sinners; and to comfort, and ſtrengthen, 


. 3 SANO N. 


Is not here then the Finger of God ?. 


have the Seed of Grace planted in them, which 


lives and abides, when the Hand, which was the 
Inſtrument in planting it, dies and is laid in the 


Duſt? The e of the Power ſure is here 
of God. 


It might beſhewn more particularly, how great | 


the Power of God in his Word is, to convince 


and faye Souls; to awe likewiſe and reſtrain wick- 
ed Men, when it does not prevail effectually to 
turn and change them. And that the Excellency 
of this Power is of God, *tis not from Men or 
Means alone, but the mighty Working of the di- 
vine Power with and by them. The Word ope- 
rates as God's Ordinance and Inſtrument, Pſal. cx. 
2. The Lord ſhall ſend the Rod of his Strength out 
of Zion. The Word muſt needs have Strength, 


becauſe it is God's : His Arm wields it, his Power 
The Weapons of our Warfare are 


is revealed in it. 
mighty thro' God (ſaid the Apoſtle) 70 the pulling 
down of ſtrong Holds. 

And thus for Explication of the three General 
Heads included in the Doctrine, and propoſed to 
be ſpoken to. Come we now to make ſome brief 
e Reflections on each of them. res 


Hence, 


I , Is the Goſ 1 an ineflimable Treafure > 


Cx 


54 
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13 ee how fad the Caſe” of ſuch Places and 
Lands is, as are deſtitutè of theſe ſpirityal and 
heavenly Riches. It may, perhaps, be thought 
on with Regret ſometimes, that ſo fair and great 
a Part of the World is poſſeſſed by Heathen and 


| Mahometan Infidels; but if we compare their 
Wants with their Enjoyments, we ſhall ſee them 
iticomparably more miſerable by the former, than 


they can be happy in the latter. What ate earihly 
compared with the heavenly Treaſures? You have 


heard the Tranſcendence of thefe, and may thence 


judge of the Miſery of thoſe who want them. 
The Fall of the Fews is ſaid to be the Ricbes*of the 
World, i. e. of the Heathen World; and the di- 


wn ing of them, the Riches of the Gentiles. 


How was that ? but by occafioning the bringing 
of the Goſpel to them; theſe are the / valuable, the 


happy-making Treaſures indeed, without which 


the Richeſt may be reckoned. miſerably poor. 


Pray for ſuch as want theſe Treaſures, that they 


may have them, even 2 the unſearchable Riches of 


Chbriſt. 


2. Is the Gofpel a Treaſure ? and ſuch a Trea- 
ſure? Let us ſee and own the Goodneſs of God 
then to us, in this Reſpect. Some never enjoyed 
Ks others had it, but have ſinned it away, and 
loft it: We have made ſad Forfeitures, but yet 
God is patient toward us. What do we owe to 
him, that when our Deſervings are not greater than 


others, yet our Mercies ſhould ! What Grati- 


tude and Thankfulneſs does this call for ! Where- 
for — 8 
D | 3. Is 
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. Is the Goſpel a, Treaſure? Then let us prize 
1 ee gy and carry with Reference thereto, 
as we ſhould toward what. is accounted fo precious. 
Where the Treaſure is, the Heart will be; deſire 


the good Things therein revealed and tendered; 


receive and lay them up in the Mind and Heart. 
Haye recourſe to the Repoſitories of theſe Trea- 


ſures; lament the Loſs of any of them; of 


him particularly who laboured among us pere 
in the Word and Doctrine, and ſo faithfully and 


diligently diſpenſed theſe heavenly Treaſures: 
Which leads to Refleions on, the next General 
Head, e 


240, This Treaſure iS ATSC into the Hands 
of frail dying Men. We have this Treaſure 
in Earthen Ve . N The Ulſes of this might 


be us, vid: 
YE To Miniſters themſelves. 
1. To repreſs Pride in them. They are Veſſels 


for Service, tis true, and that is their Honour; 
but they are Earthen Veſſels, that is the Abate- 


ment. They are encompaſſed with many both 


natural and moral Infirmities: Every one may 


well cry out as Jalab, Wo is me, for 1 am a Man 
of unclean Lips, Ifa.vi. 7. And yet, 


2. Being humble under this, they need not be 
diſcouraged ; for it pleaſeth God to uſe even ſuch 


Veſſels in the Service of his Houſe. He not only 
honoured the Sons of Men, by taking the hu- 
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alſo by taking ſome from among them to be Prieſts 
unto himſelf, Interpreters of- his Will . Meſ⸗ 
ſengers to the World. Bar, 

3. It would caution them ndvercheleGs to — 


mities; yet they. ſhould take heed that they run 
2 not into Wickedneſs 3 tho' they be coarſe, they 
> ſhould ftrive to be as clean Veſſels as poſſible; they 
4 * ſhould bewail their Imperfections, and ſtrive a- 
| ry them, and keep at the remoteſt Diftance 


from ſcandalous Impieties. Take heed unto thy ſelf, 
and to thy Dodtrine, ſaid St. Paul to Timothy, that 


Yeu nayſt both ſave thy ſelf, and them that hear 


Gabe! Care of our Living, as well as of our Teach- 


ing, is needful : Scandalous Miniſters: would be 
ö ie to ſend more to Hell by their Conyerfation, 
han to Heaven by their Doctrine. And, 

4. Are Miniſters Earthen Veſſels? frail dying 
Parse ?. Tt ſhould quicken Induſtry, ſhould 
make them diligent in imparting the Treaſures 


3 
2 N 


4 aſts. 7 muſt work the Works of bim that ſent me, 
tohile it is Day, ſaid Chriſt of himſelf; and adds 
the Reaſon, For the Night cometh when no Man 
2 | work, John ix. 4. Working the Works is 
I Biligently following them while Opportunity: con- 
F tinues; Life is uncertain, ' and then the working 
Time is over. The Advice of the wiſe Preacher 
9 3 good here, Eccl. ix. 10. M hat ſoever thy Hand 
I re to do, do it with thy Might; for there is no 
| F | D 2 HW ork, 
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man Nature into Union with the Divine; but 


vour to be as pure and holy Veſſels as they may; 
tho' they are mean and frail, and have their Infir- _ 


— 
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Mork, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in | 


the Grave, whither thou goeff. Veſſels are for Ef- 
fuſion, as well as Reception; and Earthen; Veſlels, 
which may ſoon be broken in pieces, and Com- 
munications from them ceaſe z their Contents were 
better-drawn out md no loſt. n 0 Mar- 
_ And, K eie 015 YOu! 

mit J 1 = 

40 $i, To People this is Pr FL ng 


114 (lift js 


r wa Both foik- 3 
ful, putting them. into the. Miniſiry. For, in 175 5 


Caſe, he that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not Man, bat 

Co; his | Wiſdom, and his Goodneſs, which 
orders 'Ehiggs for Men's Good, as well as his own 
Glory; He, could have uſed the Miniſtry of Angels, 


but that had not been do ſuitable to us: We could 
not hase received this Treaſure fo comfortably 1 
from them; as from the Hands of Men. Turn 
therefore from deſpiſing the weak Inſtrument, to 


adoring che wiſe and gracious Agent, who con- 


ſults Man's Benefit _—_ Way of communicating , 


Bleſſings to him. 0 oft 


2 Not to ig, ou x thiok the ww oE the 
Treaſure, . fdr the Infirmity of the Hand that 
brings it:: Let not that which God hath choſen, = 
he to ſhew elle Candeſpenſion and — 7 


decke, tt 373} 1 
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7 7 ö 3: The Conſideration of this Condition of Mi- 
- | niſl, as frail and wreaks and dyings and et 
os F | to many Infi rmities, and Reproaches, buld work 


- © another Way, viz. To induce People to regard 

e * them with Equity, to help them what they can, 

and to further their Endeavours for the Honour of 
> God, and the Good of Souls. Pray for them, 


and 205 the beſt Conftrudtion that fairly you may 


„ 
2 
2 ae Ln 
e 


3 Co the Heart that Form of Doctrine, which, 
gagreeable to the Word, they deliver to you- 
'S This will be their greateſt Joy, and make them 
go on chearfully in; their Work, when they ſee 
T their Labours are not in yain. It is true, their 
Reward depends on their Faithfulneſs, and not on 
= their Succels; but this, where it is, Will be great- 
ly encouraging to them; this they pray, and long 
for, as what will turn to their People” s Account, 
7 and God's Glory... Further this therefore all that 
„may be. And, 
8 0 4. Have you 10 Treaſures i in Earthen Veſ- 
f = that moulder, and. die, and drop i into the Duſt, 
as by daily Experience is ſeen ? Then uſe them 
mo while you may, get all the Good by them that 
3 you can, more Knowledge, and Grace, and ſpiri- 
tual Improvement; as large a Share of theſe hea- 
venly Treaſures as poſſible: Take all Opportuni- 
ties of attending on their Miniſtrations; be ſwift 
70 hear; how ſoon the Tongue that ſpeaks may 
be tag in the Daft? who can tell? dn 
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5. For Encouragement, it may be added, Tho' 
Minitters die, yet the Miniſtry continues, and 
muſt continue to the World's End. For it was 

. given for per focking the Saints, for edifying the Bo- 
12,1 A of Chriſt, till all come in the Unity of the Faith, 
and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto à per- 

Felt Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the 
*Fulneſs of Chrift 3 ; i e. till all the Choſen of God 

be brought in, and thoſe converted be built up, 

and come to a perfect Man in Chriſt. Tho' with- 

all it muſt be remembred, this does not aſcertain 

the Word and Means of Grace to any particular 

Place or People; that will depend upon their 

own Behaviour, under the Means; they may ſin 

away the Goſpel from thetnſelves, and provoke 

God to deprive them of Miniſters, or to take a- 

Way his Spirit, that they ſhall not profit by them. 

Bur if Perſons are ſenſible of this, and take heed 

of 'miſ-behaving and forfeiting ſpiritual” Enjoy- 
ments; and look to him that hath the Reſidue of 

the Spirit, praying that he will pour it out on 

Hich as ſurvive, and provide a Succeſſion of Mi- 


niſters, who may feed them with Knowledge. and 


Underſtanding ; then there is hope; for tho” 407 
3 Pet L 24s Fleſh be Graſs,” and all the Glory of Man as the 
Flower of Graſs ; and the Grafs withereth, and the 
Flower thereof falleth away; yet the Word of the 
Lord enduteth for ever. It endures not only in 
the eternal Verity thereof, but in the Effects and 


Miniſters, the beſt of them, fail and dye, they 


| ks ano 286 but the Word of God abides, that 
3 


Fruits of it. Theſe are but temporary and fading | 
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is an immortal Seed, ſpringing up to eternal Life. 


» And here is the Power of God, to plant ſuch a 
living and abiding Seed of Ginge and Holineſs, 


by ſuch weak frail dying | Hands: i was the 


laſt general Head, viz. 


IS The Diſpoſal of Goſpel-Treaſures i into Earthen 
Veſſels, is the better to ſecure to God the Honour 
of his divine Power, in the abiding Effects of it, 


Wherefore, 


I. Are any convinced, converted, or any way 
edified by the Word; ſee to. whom the Praiſe is 


due. Minifters may not arrogate. to themſelves, 


nor others aſcribe to them more than is meet, 
x Cor. iii. . M bo is Paul? and who is Apollos ? 
but Miniſters b y whom you believed; even as the 
Lord gave to every Man. Miniſters are but Inſtru- 
ments, not proper Efficients in this great Work; 
the Excellency of the Power is of God, and not of 
them. Their Gifts and Furniture, their Office 
and Call, and Miſſion, and Succeſs, in whatever 
Degree it be, tis all from him: I have planted, 


' Apollos watered, but God gave the Increaſe : So 


then neither is he that planteth any thing, nor he that 


3 3 watereth, but God that giveth the Increaſe. His is 
= the Work, and therefore to him muſt be the 
Praiſe. 


2. We are inſtructed hence nen to whom 


- both Miniſters and People ſhould look for a Bleſ- 
ſing on the Word, and giving it Effect; 'tis not 
from the meer Parts, or Gifts, or Preparations of 


+ the 


23, 
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W | the Preacher, but the Operation of God, as he is 
ls plweaſed to work by and with the Word. This 
„ both Preachers and Hearers muſt therefore ſeek, 
3 and depend upon; tis God only can give the See 
= ing-Eye and Hearing-Ear,' and Underſtinding- 
0 Heart, and make the Word take hold, and be- 
come an ingrated Mord able to ſave the Soil. Mi- 
niſters and People therefore, need look to their 
Frame, that it be ſuch as may give hope of God's 
Preſence and Help, and to plead carneftly witz 
him for it. And, 1 
If yet little Succeſs follow Miniſters Dong = 
fairhful in their Part and Duty, here may Sup® 
port, the Iſſue is in God's Hand; The” Iſrael be 
nor gathered, yet ſhall T be Kunda, faid Haiaß, 
Chap. xlix. 4, . Unſuccefsfulneſs will be the 
Minifter's Grief; but if they are faithful, will not 
be their Crime, 2 Cor. ii. 15. Me are unto God a ſweet 
Cavour of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them 
that periſh: To the one we are the Savour of Death 
unto Death, and to the other the Savour of Life 
tanto Life. Both ways, tho” the Event be ſo i very 
different, yet faithful Miniſters are accepted, and 
well pleaſing to God. In this Chapter, wherein 
is the Text, the Apoſtle fpeaks of his Fidelity 
in the Diſcharge of his Miniſtry, and comforts 
himſelf, in that if it had not the good Effect upon 
all that he wiſh'd, it was otherwiſe to be accotint- 
ed for, than Unfaithfulneſs in him: Jf ou e 
be hid, faith he, it is hid to them that are loſt; E 
hm the God of this World hath blinded the Mad; ® 
of thei which believe not, left the Light of the glo- 
- rious 
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4 Funeral SERMON. 
Fious Goſpel, of Chriſt, who- is the Image of God, 


| ſoould ſhine unto them.” Their periſhing is from 


their .own Unbelicf and Blindneſs, confirmed and 
increaſed by Satan, whoſe willing Vaſſals they are. 


Thus then of the practical Uſes and Reflections 


on the Doctrine in the three General Heads of it. 
It remains to fpeak ſomewhat more ſpecially, with 


Reference to the ſad Occaſion. of this Diſcourſe, 
= viz, the Deceaſe of him who ſtood ſo, nearly and 


- happily related to * as e Paſtor, of bi Con- 


re „ 
Diverſe of cheſs precious Peſſels of the Sancta- 


A > ary have you ſeen broken in pieces, and laid in the 
= Duſt ; 1 need not recall them to your Memory, 


h which, I doubt not, helps you to make fad and 
I oa Reflections on them, and the melancho- 


"i 1 Circumſtance in this preſent Inſtance, his be- 
ing taken from us in the midſt of his Days, heigh- | 
tens the Affliction. He was a bri ght and ſhining 


I Light, in his Teaching and Life, and we rejoiced 


6 


. in this Light: But alas! how ſoon hath God“ 
been pleaſed to take it from us! and made our Sun 
to ſet at Noon! this may, this ſhould, be for a 
Lamentation to us. As to himſelf, tis true, the 


Providence hath another Aſpect; he did much in 
a little time, and God took him the ſooner to his 


Reward: But upon us, a black and gloomy Pro- 
vidence it is, the Removal of one ſo ſuitable, and 


I may ſay, ſucceſsful too, in turning many to Righ- 
x 7zcou/neſ5, and in comforting, and ſtrengthening, 


I and building up others; and from. whom, as in 


the 


28 
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che Hand, and by the Fayour of God, gilt more 
= Help, and much longer Continuance in his Uſe- Ft 
9 = fulneſs, in reſpe& of his Age, might have been 
= hoped for: But the Will of Ged is not to be 
diſputed againſt, - or er er N n - 
. ted to 7 
: As to ſetting before you his Characket, your 
own Knowledge and Experience of his Worth "7 
will give you the beſt lde of him, and fix i deep 7 
in your Minds. | 0 
He was the Firſt-born Son of che: Meeren 7 
Mr. Thomas Roſewell'; one well known for his 
| Piety, and Labours, arid Sufferings, and wloſe 
= Name and Memory is deſervedly precious in all 
5 | the Churches. This Son of his, by his ſeconeg 
Marriage, obtained of God by Prayer, and thence _ 7 
Having bis Name Samuel given him, was dedi- 
cared and devoted to God by his Father, wit 
Deſire that he might ſerve him in the Work of [ 5 
the Miniſtry; to which himſelf alſo ſhewed ver, 
early Diſpoſition © and Inclination; and with that 1 
View, purſued his Studies diligently, and rofit- 
ed therein above many. He was, indeed, the 
Pleaſure and the Pride of his very Learned Tutor, 
ho often ſpake * hint a r Meer Affection 4 
and Eſteem. in 
He was, when very 8 in Tens, bin above TY 
his Age in reſpect of Improvement, called to the 
Work of the Miniſtry 5 in which, with great 
Acceptation, he exerciſed himſelf a while as a 
e and at — was otdained in, and 
with | 
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A. Funcxal SERMON. 


with a ſpecial Eye to the Service of this Congre- 
gation; and that by the Invitation, and with the | 


= Liking, of the then, moſt. judicious, . and every 
May great and excellent Paſtor of it ; the Re- 
verend Mr. 70h Howe. I mention this as a par- 
—ticular Honour to the Deceaſed, that he ſtood ſo 
' = LY approved and loved by ſo good a Judge of 
ir Men and Things. Nor was the Judgment made 
of him diſappointed ; his Diligence and Faithful- 
d Ws mn ho Fre eee — 


> 3 (7 


3 Pry and judicious Divine, the Reverend Mr. 
Z 1222 Spademan,. abundantly juſtified the 5 
= £ conceived of him! He had a clear Head, and 
11 {a ſound Heart; his Performances were accurate, 
d Wacom, and lively; fitted to inform and in- 
Prue the Mind, and withal to move and engage 
Xx the Affections, and, in a Word, to beget and 
Y 1 promote true ſerious Godlineſs, and practical Re- 
oc ligion. Much Good God. did by him, both here, 
a and i in a Lecture which he preached a confidera- 
ple Time to Young Perſons, and ſome others; 
all whom, I doubt not, his Memory will be 
ever precious. Diverſe of his Diſcourſes, deliver - 
ed on ſpecial Occaſions, he was prevailed on to 
mn publiſn ; à Review of which might be of great 
F 105 to ſuch as heard them, as the reading of them 
ve might t alſo be to others. A ſhort and plain Ao 
ne count of the Method a Sinner ought to take, in order 
at 0 his Converſion and Salvation. — Seafonable In- 
An. for the Afticted. — 4 faithful Harning. 
1d | oe "TN 


A i 


: 
E. 
3 

3 
1 
PF 
42 
1 
2 

"<4 
1 

Ph fo 
8 
H 


— 


27 


Honour, and the Good of Souls, will be ſeen. 
By thoſe, as well as by the Example he _ He 


and careful Father, à kind Brother, juſt Ma- 


bout . Ar wie DeathSPhis: Fächer, whewho was | 


ſhe could not but take notice of then, as ſhe has 
| Lo reflected on it fir ince, with Thankfulneſs to ; 


| v4 Part, thro Divine Grace, performed towards 


* 
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fo Young Men. — A Diſrourſe of Te emptation, ME 
the Means to prevent its Prevalence, and ſeveral 
others; in peruſal whereof, much of his own Spi- 
rit, and the Scope of his Endeavours for God's 


being dead, Jet ſpeaketh. 

Should wie follow) him into every biber Rel. 
tion, beſide that of Miniſter and Paſtor; all will 
be found * to * E and Pro- 
feſſion. cet rH MY 

He was a *moſt ohedient 5 dutifal S0 ; 2 
moſt tender and affectionate Husband, à loving, 


ſter, ſincere and faithful Friend, and good N eigh- #7 ; 


a Child, he ſhewed 'Senſe, and Concern at the A- 
fliction; and enden buht to comfort his ſorrow- 
ful Mother under it, telling her, he hoped he | 
might live to be ſome help to her: A Paſſage 


"who inclined and” inabled him to make it 
. to ber in ſo great a Meaſure. As the on 


him the Office of a tender and careful Mother; 
ſo did he toward her, that of a pious and dutiful W. | 
Son; cheriſhing and comforting her, and ſhew: 
ing her al filial Regards to his laſt. His Love 
to his Siſters, beſides other ways of expreſſing it, 
we would * by praying with them, and for 

dem; 


* 
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E them; an holy Duty and Exercife which he very 


early ſhew'd Conſcience of, and delight in, as he 
did alſo thro' his whole Lite He was much 
with God in Secret, and Family-Worſhip, and 
very ſerious and particular in minding the Caſes 


of all therein. He walked within his Houſe with 


a perfect Heart, yet not forgetting the Concerns 
of the Church, and the Members thereof, which 
he ſtood ſpecially related to : The Incapacity of 


Miniſtring unto them, as he had done, was 


to him the moſt grievous Part. of the Afflic- 
tion; tho' he conſidered it as God's Will, which 
filenced and quieted him at all Times. He would 


now and then, thro his great Deſire of Service, 
and Delight in his Work, be putting himſelf up- 


on it, when his feeble Body and Spirits were very 
unable for it: Witneſs, beſide diverſe other Sea- 


ſons, that, when he laſt adminiſtred the Ordi- 


nance of the Lord's Supper; he was ready to ſay 
indeed, with Deſire have 1 deſired to eat this Sup- 


per with you before I die, but his Strength and 


Aſpect were more like one dying in it: He ſum- 


moned all his Spirits to the Work, and was moſt 


ſpiritual and heavenly in it; he began, I well re- 


member, with Words to this Purpoſe : © My 


Friends, we are met here once again to ſee Je- 
<« ſus, to ſee him ſer forth as crucified before our 
yes; him, who'loved us, and gave himſelf for 
ce #5, that he might waſh us from our Sins in his 


cc 9201 Blood. In this Jaſt publick Performance 


of his, the Affections of thoſe preſent were much 
* | moved, 


4 RL 
7 


"oh; bt PRION: 


moved, as is known, and not without Tears from 
many of his People's Eyes, as well as his own, 


= while, as was ſaid, the poor frail Veſſel was rea- 
\. dy to ſink and fail under it. After this he could 


=. no more make any ſuch Attempt, but gradually, 
1-7 became confined to his Houſe, then to his Cham- 


| ber, and at laſt to his Bed; being told, a little 
1 before this, of the Death of 2 other Miniſters, | 
. as alſo of our unſpeakable Loſs, in the Deceaſe 
v0 of the excellent Sir Thomas | Abney : © Well, 


i & ſaid he, I ſhall ſoon go after. And at another. 
WW Time, comforted himſelf that he ſhould in a 
6 little while ſec him, and his other Godly Friends, 
in a more happy and glorious Society than any 
h cc here below. And now the nearer he came to. 
[ his End, the faſter did he move Heaven- ward. 
O how illuſtriouſly did Grace ſhine in him in his 
laſt Hours! I may ſay, indeed, all along in hie? 
painful and Iingring Illneſs, while God was plea- 
ſed to hold him hovering, as himſelf uſed to ex- 
preſs it, between two Worlds; towards which 
he ſtood affected much as the - bleſſed Apoſtle St. 
Haul was: For any Service God might have far- 
ther for bim to do, he Was content to live; hs but 
atherwiſe deſirous to depart, and to be with Chriſt, 
efteeming that beſt. of all. How, not only com- 
poſed, but even chearful, was he, under his great 
M and long and painful bodily. Exerciſes ! never 
| murmuring, or repining, but juſtifying God, and 
© rejoicing and hoping in his Mercy thro'. the Re- 
decmer ; that precious Name, which he loved to 
* ** e N „ hear 
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A Futieral SERMON. 


hear and ſpeak of. Two Scriptures he mention: 
ed with ſpecial Delight, as the Grounds of his 


Hope, viz. John iii. 16. God ſo loved the World, 


that be gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 


believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 


Life. He truſted that he had believed in Chriſt, 
he was precious to him, he reſted upon him alone 


for Salvation. And the other was, Marth. v. G. 


Bleſſed are they which hunger and thirſt after Righ- 
teouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. If he knew his 
own Heart, he ſaid, he felt this /piritual Hunger 
and Thirſt. He would be more holy, more con- 
formed to God; he hated Sin, and longed for 


Heaven, as a Place and State where all Sin ſhall 
be done away, and the Image of God perfected 


in him. And ſurely theſe were the Breathings 
of one intitled to that glorious Inheritance, and 
in whom much of Heaven was now, while yet 
he was on this fide of it; and who we may 
with great Confidence believe hath happily reach- 
ed the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Manſions aboye. Let 
me add a Word in Reference to our ſelves of this 
Congregation, and ſo conclude. 


The Character given of my late Reverend Col- 
legue, I doubt not, you can all atteſt; you. have 
fully known his Doctrine, manner of Life, Pur- 
poſe, Faith, Long - ſuffering, Charity, Patience, 
Se. as St. Paul faid of himſelf to Timothy, in 
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7 W Mig can't + bat © ſenſible ve your Los, af 
The Death 
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fected with, and afflicted. under it. 


of any good Perſon is a Loſs to be bewailed, the 


Death of good Miniſters eſpecially, which is not 
a meer private, but a publick Loſs. 
greater, by how much they were eminently fit- 


ted and diſpoſed for their Work, and the nearer 


they ſtood related to us therein, that brings home 


the Concern, and the Obligation the more to 
conſider and lay it to heart: If others bewail the 


Death of your Paſtor, as all do to whom he was 
known; then how much more ſhould ye. Vou 
beſt knew him in the Capacity of one of theſe 
Peffels of God's Houſe, and you were the Objects 
of his Miniſtrations and Care, you have loſt in 
him a ſpiritual Guide, and Watchman, one that 
ſpecially, watched for hour Souls, as expecting t0 
give an Account; one that fed you, with Know: 
ledge and U. 5 ding : A. Workman indeed 
that needed not to be aſbamed, dividing aright the 
Mord of Truth ;; and giving to every one his Por- 
tion in due Seaſon. May it not be faid of him, 
in ſome good Proportion, as St. Paul ſaid of 
himſelf to the Thegalenians ? 1 Epiſt. ii. 10, 11, 
12. Ye are our Witneſſes, and God alſo, how ho- 
lily, and juſtly, and unblameably, we behaved our- 
ſelves among . you. j , how de exhoried, and comfort. 
ed, and charged every one of you, that you would 
alk worthy of God, who, hath: called you to bis 


Foes and os Should not his Death be 
afllictive 


And the 
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; afflictive to thoſe to whom his Life was ſo be- 
neficial? Some, perhaps, may think this need- 
© leſs, to bid any be ſenſible of that whereof none 
are reckoned inſenfible; who of us but bewails 
this Loſs? I would hope indeed none. But yet, 


2. It may be conſidered, W RE the Grief 
be upon right Grounds, for the Loſs of ſpiritual 
| | Advantages, and the Anger of God that may be 
therein, for Unthankfulneſs and Unfruitfulneſs 
under the Mercy while enjoyed, and with juſt 
{Humiliation on ſuch Accounts. And, 


3. Whether tho", as in Reference to the De- 
reaſed, we ſorrow not as thoſe without Hope, yet 
in reſpect of our Selves it be not without Fruit; 
ts we ſorrow not without Cauſe, ſo is it to ſome 
good Purpoſe ? Is Watchfulneſs and Diligence 
excited to get more of the heavenly Treaſures, 


2 Riches of Chriſt, that Miniſters may not be 


4. Endeavour to ſhew, that you have profit- 
ed by the Labours of the Deceaſed while you en- 
joycd them; that tho' the Veſſel be broken, yet 

the Treaſure is not loſt; ſhew the Effects of his 
Ainiſtry in your Piety and holy Walking. A 
F F 


vanting to diſpenſe the Word and Sacraments, 
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